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  If your patient is exhibit symptoms of acute 

respiratory illness (e.g. fever, cough, shortness 

of breath) and meets one or more of the 

following criteria  

1. Persons who had close contact with

laboratory confirmed COVID-19 case

2. Persons hospitalized with acute

respiratory illness of unknown origin

3. Person who traveled to or from affected

geographic area with widespread

community transmission

4. Hx of International travel or cruise

5. >65 with chronic health condition

6. Immunocompromised persons

Elderly Discharge Criteria to Post Acute 

(SNF, ALF)  

All elderly patients being discharged to 

SNF or ALF will require a provider 

completed “Hospital Post- Acute Facility 

Transfer COVID-19 Assessment Tool”   

If the elderly patient tested positive for 

COVID-19, they will need the following: 

1. Resolution of fever without antipyretic 

medication  AND
2. No symptoms of respiratory illness

(cough, fever, shortness of breath) 
AND

3. Negative results of an FDA 
Emergency Use Authorized 
molecular assay for COVID-19 from 
at least two consecutive paired 
nasopharyngeal specimens collected 
≥24 hours apart (total of two negative 

specimens) 

Elderly Population Screening and Discharge to Post Acute Guidance 

COVID-19 testing should be considered in 
individuals 65 or older or individuals 
with a severe underlying medical 
condition who have new onset lower 
respiratory track disease or pneumonia, 
either the inpatient or outpatient setting. 
Please see 
http://ahca.myflorida.com/docs/17719_COV
ID19_Testing_Criteria_for_the_Elderly_Fly
er.pdf 

The following individuals should 
be tested for COVID-19 before 
their release from a hospital: 

1. Individuals 65 or older who have
new onset lower respiratory track
disease or pneumonia

2. Individuals with severe underlying
medical conditions who have new
onset lower respiratory track disease
or pneumonia

3. Individuals 65 or older with a fever of
100.4 or higher and cough

4. Individuals with severe underlying
medical conditions with a fever of
100.4 or higher and cough

5. Individuals 65 or older with a fever of
100.4 or higher and other respiratory
symptoms including shortness of
breath

6. Individuals with severe underlying
medical conditions with a fever of
100.4 or higher and other respiratory
symptoms including shortness of
breath

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/disposition-hospitalized-patients.html

http://ahca.myflorida.com/docs/17719_COVID19_Testing_Criteria_for_the_Elderly_Flyer.pdf
http://ahca.myflorida.com/docs/17719_COVID19_Testing_Criteria_for_the_Elderly_Flyer.pdf
http://ahca.myflorida.com/docs/17719_COVID19_Testing_Criteria_for_the_Elderly_Flyer.pdf



